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ASHEM spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 2 “The Children of Israel shall encamp, each

man by his banner according to the insignias of their fathers’ household, at a distance
surroundlng the Tent of Meeting shall they encamp. 3 Those who encamp to the front, at the
east, shall be the banner of the camp of Judah according to their legions — and the leader of
the children of Judah is Nachshon son of Amminadab — *its legion and their count are
seventy-four thousand, six hundred. 3 Those encamping near him are: the tribe of lssaf:har —
and the leader of the children of Issachar is Nethanel son of Zuar — 8 its legion and their f:ount
are fifty-four thousand, four hundred; 7 the tribe of Zebulun — and _the leader of the tribe of
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2. NNX3 — ACCORDING TO THE SIGNS.  by7 53 — Every division nix 15 my — shall have for itself

A

God patterned the formations of Israel after that of His own
Heavenly Throne of Glory: The Throne is in the center and is
surrounded by four animals, as it were. On earth, the Taber-
nacle represents the Throne, surrounded by the four forma-
tions. Judabh, as the leader of the tribes, was assigned to the
east, the direction from which light comes to the world. With
him were Issachar, the tribe of Torah, and Zebulun, the tribe
of wealth (Ramban). Thus, the finest combination is leader-
ship coupled with the sanctity of Torah study and those who
extend themselves to support Torah scholars. For the posi-
tions and symbolism of the other formations, see below.
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and divisions in the midbar in the merit of transporting Yaakov's

a sign, namely, ny1ay non — a colored sheet of cloth 1 mbn — hangmg in its midst.! Hw wax
ny — The color of the sign of this division 1y by wayy &b — is unlike the color of the sign of that
division. *mSavay — The color of each one 1wha nypa 13K 1) — is like the color ofl3is stone
that is fixed upon the Choshen (breastplate of the High Priest).3 92 7inm — As aresult of this, ==
45 ng My Y3 — every individual will recognize his divisiont anx 237 — Alternatively, N

* niprax — by the sign which their father, Jacob, passed on to them Dy2yw0 ¥mIRipIwY> — when they

jg:: @er in this specific formation. For, Yaakov promised them: If
you will do this, and carry my bed as I command you, HKB"H
is destined to dwell with you in an array of banners. We
must endeavor to explain the intimate connection between the .
N procession with Yaakov Avinu’s bed to his burial spot in Eretz

carried him, i.e., his remains, from Egypt, =myw — asitsays, 5’/Dw Wwxa12 % 2wy, — “His

. Yisrael to Yisrael’s banners and divisions in the midbar.

sons did for hini like that which he had commanded them.”s Jacob commanded that 1w TEm
napen parmxe poan — Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun should carry him on tl_:e easternside of his b%er.ﬁ
o) DI 19 13) 1ivRY) 131871 — Reuben, Simeon, and Gad should carry him on the sonthern. s1d_e,
etc, NpMN3 XN — as stated in Midrash Tanchuma ™y nwp2 — on this Torah portion.”

i (Your 807 (227,
When Yaakov Avinu passed from this world, he blessed each
of his sons and gave them specific instructions regarding how
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they were to carry him to the Land of Canaan. He emphasized

LR 3PP WYY NPIYNY 130N 129V DIWN IPIYNY 199D DVIVIY

/

that they do so with reverence and respect and that no one
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touch his bier—especially none of the Egyptians... He specified

which three sons were to stand on the eastern side, which three
on the southern side, which three on the northern side and
- which three on the western side. Yosef was not to carry the bier, )
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| since it was not fitting for a king to do so; Levi was also not,

to carry the bier, since his tribe was destined to carry the holy
Ark—and it was certainly not fitting for the future bearers of )
the sacred, eternal Ark to carry the casket of a corpse. (Ephraim
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and Menashe completed the count of twelve in place of Yosef
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and Levi) Yaakov promised them that in return for fulfilling
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his instructions, HKB"H would rest His Presence upon them in

similar divisions, in the future.

They honored his commands and HKB"H fulfilled the promise.
Moshe, however, feared that these divisions would stir up
ontroversy. HKB"H told Moshe not to concern himself with such
worries; each tribe will know and recognize its proper position
based on their father’s instructions. I have not instituted anything
new for them in this matter—their positions are in accordance
with the way they surrounded Yaakov's bier; they will surround
the Mishkan in a similar fashion.

Thus, we have learned an astonishing fact from this Midrash,
Throughout the years of their lengthy sojourn in the midbar—
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fromthe time thatthe Mishkan was built—Yisrael always travelled

and camped in four divisions, beneath four banners. This was
~/ the very same pg_ttern and order they adopted while transporting
Yaakov Avinu's bier. Furthermore, we learn a tremendous
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# chiddush from the Midrash. The shevatim merited their banners
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2§ Start at a Young Ag
It is well known, he writes, that a person is born wild and that
he is saddled with a yezzer hara from childhood. Therefore, he has
to be trained and conditioned to have good midos from the time
he utters his first words, as Chazal say (Sukkah 42a), “As soon
¢ as a child is able to _speak, teach him Shema Yisrael and Torah
Treevah Lanu Moshe,” and the like. And the passuk says (Mishlei

22:6), “Raise the child according to his way; even when he is ald..;

he will not turn from it.” From the time he is young, his father
and_mother should not deprive him of the benefits of chastise-
ment. Rather, they should add more and more each day to the
extent that he is able to tolerate it. Nor should they deprive him
of instructive discipline, as it is written (Mishlei 13:24), “He who
spares the rod despises his son, but he who Joves him is quick to
give him instruction.”

And then the Shelah becomes specific. People have many bad
midos, such as swearing, cursing, anger, cruelty, arrogance, impu-
dence, envy, hatred, lust, gossip, mockery, slander, idle talk and
thousands upon thousands more. On the other hand, there are
thousands upon thousands of good midss, such as the opposite

of all those mentioned above, as well as shyness, reticence and

innumerable others. And above all is the knowledge of the Ribono

Shel Olam to the greatest extent possible and constantly speak-

ing about holy matters. In order to become an adam hashalem, a

jcomplete person, one should shun all the bad midos and aspire to
= all the good midos.

C‘ It is the responsibility of parents, he continues, to devote them-
selves to teaching their children to shun bad midos and embrace
good midos until this becomes the very essence of their beings.
They should inculcate these midos into their children day after

‘¥ day, even a hundred times a day until it becomes part of them.

The parents should give their children explicit guidance in these
° things at two or three years of age. There are two reasons for this.
One, because whatever a child learns at an early age becomes part
of his nature. Two, because if a child becomes accustomed to his
father as a strong authority figure, he will obey him even as he
grows older. If, however, the father dotes on his child and sub-
stitutes affection for authority and discipline, the child may obey
when he is young, but when he grows older, he will follow his own
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If you neglect this critical agﬁz:t;f?chi;ucb, the good midos that

\K;}Lou want to instill in him will not come naturally to him. Even

K. c
if he reaches the understanding that they are good and that this

is the proper way to behave, they will always require a concerted
effort from him, and very often, he will _simply not have the fort-
tude to make the effort. Years later, when he goes to yeshivah and
he sits and learns mussar sefarim, he will read about all the good
midos a person must have. And he will think to himself that these

are really wonderful ideals but they are for people on a very high

~opinions. A_child is like a tree. When you plant a tree, you can~

’ level, for big zzaddikim, not for ordinary people. Had you started
(. form it in any way you wish while it is still a sapling, but when it

training him when he was very young, however, all the good

" Y
- grows into a sturdy tree it is too late to do any further forming.

\O -
This is the gist of what the Shelah writes about chinuch. There

is more to which we will return shortly.
The work of chinuch, of bringing up good ebrliche children,
begins from when the child is extremely young. You cannot start

, too eatly. As soon as he reaches a minimal level of understanding,

(it is time to start molding his character. You have to train and |

- condition him to have good midos and you have to prevent him
Yrom picking up bad midps from other people or developing them
on his own. You have to teach him the lessons again and again,
always in a gentle and pleasant way, until the good midos become
second nature to him. No, perhaps a better way of saying it is that
they should become first nature to him.

. midos would come naturally to him, and he would understand”
’thgg this is the way every human being should behave. '

"} From when he is very young, you have to tell éhe_g}lild,not to
show off because that is gzavab, arrogance, a very bad midah. It
is ugly and repulsive and not something a beautiful child should
do. It is forbidden to be a baal gaavah just as it is forbidden to eat
something that is not kosher.

You have to tell him not to be a glutton, to eat slowly and
respectfully, to eat foods that are nutritious. A well-trained child
cares about his health. He does not eat only sweets, leaving every-
thing else on his plate.




{e
" You have to tell him not to mock people or speak lashon hara
and rechilus, because it is mean and hurtful, because that is not
how an ehrliche human being behaves. We speak with refined
language, we're kind to others, we don’t grab anything that does
not belong to us — that is how we behave.

This is the work of chinuch. You don’t yell at the child or hit
him or persecute him in any way. Rather, educate him. Teach
him. Introduce him to the world in which you expect him to
live. Explain what people are all about. Children are curious.
They're eager to learn about the world they’re discovering. So
give them your version of the wortld before others give them a
different version that goes against your beliefs and values. And

Af you start when the child is very young and you speak about it~

gently, persuasively and often, the lessons will penetrate, and they
) will become part of the very nature of the child. When it comes
to chinuch in mitzvos, it won’t matter so much if you delay a little

V

b agrijlmwéfi_gt,;é:c'fl#thveﬁgh_ilgziA§,9_r_;e, hundred percent ready. But when it -

comes to chinuch in midps, there is no time to waste. If bad midos
*are allowed to take root in a child, it becomes exceedingly difficult
to uproot them later.
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V At the time of the Revelation at Sinai, two hundred and

twenty thousand malachim descended with HKB"H arranged

according to divisions and banners. Upon witnessing this

magnificent display, Yisrael yearned to have similar divisions.

Hi(B"H agreed to grant their request and immediately informed
M\oshe to make the arrangements for the divisions and banners
that they requested.

« Elsewhere, the Midrash provides us with additional details. _

“ It states that what they witnessed were the four groupings of
/ malachim surrounding the Kisei HaKavod—the Throne of Glory.
{_ Here is an excerpt from the Midrash (ibid. 10):
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JustasHKB”Hcreatedfourdirectionsand,correspondingly,
four banners; so, too, did He surround His throne with four
malachim—Michael, Gavriel, Uriel and Rephael. Michael is
located on His right side, corresponding to Reuven . . . Uriel
is located on His left side, corresponding to Dan, in the north
... Gavriel is located in front of Him, corresponding to the

" Kingship of Yehudah... Rephael corresponds to Ephraim.

The matter can be better understood in light of the following
passage in the Pirkei D’Rabbi Eliezer (4):
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"~ Four groups of ministering angels—"malachei hashareit—

attend and praise HKB"H: First, Michael on His right; second,
Gavriel on His left; third, Uriel in front of Him; fourth, Rephael

behri‘nd Him; HKB"H;S Shechinah—His Divine Presence—rests in
the middle; He sits atop His lofty Throne.

VA, Thli is the basis for the formula they instituted for us in
the “Krias Shema” that we recite prior to going to sleep: nwx"
JIRE STIARMY SRR AR TR SORRYRY DRI A DR PN T
vgx mvsw *wR1 YY1 In the name of Hashem, the G-d of Yisrael;
to My right is Michael; to My left is Gavriel; in front of Me
is Uriel; behind Me is Rephael; and above My head is the
divine Shechinah. This accurately reflects what we learned
in the Midrash. The four flags and divisions represent the four

_ groupings of malachim surrounding HKB"H, whilst He sits atop

~ the Kisei HaKavod.

The Shla hakadosh (Maseches Shevuos) finds a wonderful
allusion tocthis association between the heavenly and earthly
camps in the passuk (Tehillim 8, 2): 2w JMIN A0 WNIR "

, ~"yaxn YasHashem, our Lord, how might me
h throughout the earth. Here, the malachlm express their
enthusiastic reaction to the order of Yisrael's divisions below
on earth—which are reminiscent of the four heavenly divisions
surrounding the Kisei HaKavod. [For, the word 7"18_consists

~ of the first letters of the four tribal leaders whose banners

XK. e
“" represent each division: y3I8™ TR 77 AR

EN

R

b

Now, Yaakov Avinu accepted upon himself the yoke of
: the soverelgntyﬂ—(;f 'fi?aven, when he recited Krias Shema
befoxe passing away. Thus, he established this practlce for his
descendants throughout the generations. As the Midrash (B.R.
98, 3) explains in relation to the passuk (Bereishis 49, 1): 18apn”
"R ARMPY YRIW? 197 181 .3pYY 3 wawi—"assemble and listen,
sons of Yaakov”; from here they received Krias Shema. Thus,

it turns .out that HKB"H, so to speak;,.sits upon His Throne of

Glory and reigns over the entire world in the merit of Yaakov

*?,FAvmu and the neshamos of all of Yisrael, who received the Torah
at Har Sinai; they establish Him as the King of the entire world

by observing the Torah and its mitzvos. Therefore, the image

® of Yaakov Avinu is etched upon the Kisei HaKavod, and all the _

fneshamos of Yisrael are hewn from beneath the Kisei HaKavod. (
Y For, the very fact that HKB"H sits on the Kisei HaKavod is due to y,

( _ the fact that they accept HKB"H as their King.

26N

oY . -
# Thus, we can understand | why HKB"H rested His Shechinah

in the Kodesh HaKodashim between the two keruvim.atop.the.

«=/ Aron. As the Midrash Tanchuma (Vayakheil 7) explains, the Aron

below was aligned with the Kisei HaKavod above:

nivyh NIWY 11ER MR AR YW TIE50 RU9D 1INA nwya Rin 2
T3 TR, o HW WP s 1A 1nh Abyn YW wiphee 1w n
9 BYPI TIPRSYPWNTE BYTA T35 KOS TN nYyn YU M5 KOS T
7335 71151 KUK 1130 07PR DR, 105 1w ' by MR ueTe opn
1397 RED

The function of the Aron is as dear as the Kisei HaKavod
above, as lt states (Shemos 15, 17): “Your dwellmg-glace that

You, Hashem, have made; a Mikdash etc.” And the Aron is
aligned with the Kisei HaKavod, as it states (Yirmiyah 17, 12):
“Like the Kisei HaKavod, primevally exalted, is the place of
our Mikdash.” And where was the location of our Mikdash?
That is the implication of the words: “That You, Hashem, have
made—a Mikdash, Hashem, that Your hands established.”
Do not read the word as 2w, but rather as "wanr, implying
that it is aligned with the Kisei HaKavod. (Translator’s Note:

-

5
(
S

-
3\

I believe the Midrash deduces two things from the words psn”

"nawy; firstly, that the earthly Mikdash and heavenly Mikdash are_

aligned with one another, since the word "msn" means “aligned _
with”; secondly, that the Aron is specifically aligned with the

place where He sits—namely, the Kisei HaKavod; this is implied _
by the word naw’-.)

Elsewhere in the Midrash Tanchuma (Nasso 11), we find
another fascinating statement. It asserts that HKB"H, so to speak,
vacates the Kisei HaKavod in the Beis HaMikdash up above and
descends to dwell upon the Aron—which, as we have learned, is
aligned with the Kisei HaKavod—in the Beis HaMikdash down _
below. When HKB"H instructs Moshe to have them build Him a
Mishkan, He tells Moshe that His Mikdash is already builtabove and
has been there from the beginning of time; that is where His Kisei

HaKavod is located. Yet, due to Yisrael's affectlon, He will vacate |
Al AL

the heavenly Beis HaMikdash—that existed befofg the world was
created—and will descend to dwell among Bnei Yisrael.

3~

“The middle bar between the beams will extend from one
end to the other” refers to Yaakov, the perfect, holy one. Let
us explain this statement in keeping with our current discussion.
As explained, HKB"H sits on the Kisei HaKavod above in the merit
of the neshamah of Yisrael; and He rests upon the keruvim on top
of the Aron in the merit of the neshamah of Yaakov.

Now, this explains very nicely why HKB"H commanded the
twelve shevatim to arrange themselves around the Ohel Moed
in the same arrangement as the four banners and divisions,
which corresponded to the four divisions of malachim

surrounding the Kisei HaKavod. Since HKB"H rested His *7

|

| Shechinah on the Aron in the Mishkan that was alignéd With

“"the Kisei HaKavod above, it was only fitting that it also be

surrounded by four divisions.

This illuminates for us, as well, Yaakov's rationale for
instructing-his.sons to transport his bier from Mitzrayim to
Eretz Yisrael in the same formation—the formation of the
banners and divisions that they would employ in the midbar.
He wished to instill in them what we have learned from the
Alshich hakadosh—that the original neshamah that Yaakov was
born with never left him. It was as if he expired temporarily
or fainted, but all of his faculties, his spirit and_his neshamah
remained intact within him.

{F Therefore, 'he wanted the shevatim to adopt the formation of
their future divisions in the midbar while transporting him from

. Mitzrayim to Eretz Yisrael. Thus, they would perform a symbolic

= X ; -g‘"‘,t”)

"1

"~ gesture that would merit them the dwelling of the Shechinah

in the Mishkan, in the merit of the neshamah of Yaakov that
remained down below. This would replicate the situation in
the heavens above—where HKB"H sits on His Throne of Glory,‘
surrounded by the four divisions of the Shechinah, in the merit of
the neshamah of Yisrael. This was the message Yaakov conveyed
to his sons: “If you do this, and you transport my bier as I have
commanded you, HKB"H is destined to dwell among you in-
an array of divisions (banners).”
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